
Coronado's Report to Viceroy Mendoza 
Sent from Cibola, August 3, 1540  
 
The account given by Francisco Vazquez de Coronado, Captain-General of the 
force which was sent in the Name of His Majesty to the newly discovered 
country, of what happened to the expedition after April 22 of the year 1540, when 
he started forward from Culiacan, and of what he found in the country through 
which he passed. 
 
Francisco Vazquez starts from Culiacan with his army, and after suffering various 
inconveniences on account of the badness of the way, reaches the Valley of 
Hearts, where he failed to find any corn, to procure which he sends to the valley 
called Senora. He receives an account of the important Valley of Hearts and of 
the people there, and of some lands lying along that coast.  
 
 
ON THE 22d of the month of April last, I set out from the province of Culiacan 
with a part of the army, having made the arrangements of which I wrote to Your 
Lordship. Judging by the outcome, I feel sure that it was fortunate that I did not 
start the whole of the army on this undertaking, because the labors have been so 
very great and the lack of food such that I do not believe this undertaking could 
have been completed before the end of this year, and that there would be a great 
loss of life if it should be accomplished. For, as I wrote to Your Lordship, I spent 
eighty days in traveling to Culiacan, during which time I and the gentlemen of my 
company, who were horsemen, carried on our backs and on our horses a little 
food, in such wise that after leaving this place none of us carried any necessary 
effects weighing more than a pound. For all this, and although we took all 
possible care and forethought of the small supply of provisions which we carried, 
it gave out. And this is not to be wondered at, because the road is rough and 
long, and what with our harquebuses, which had to be carried up the mountains 
and hills and in the passage of the rivers, the greater part of the corn was lost. 
And since I send Your Lordship a drawing of this route, I will say no more about it 
here. 
 
Thirty leagues before reaching the place which the father provincial spoke so well 
of in his report, I sent Melchior Diaz forward with fifteen horsemen, ordering him 
to make but one day's journey out of two, so that he could examine everything 
there before I arrived. he traveled through some very rough mountains for four 
days, and did not find anything to live on, nor people, nor information about 
anything, except that he found two or three poor villages, with twenty or thirty 
huts apiece. From the people here he learned that there was nothing to be found 
in the country beyond except the mountains, which continued very rough, entirely 
uninhabited by people. And, because this was labor lost, I did not want to send 
Your Lordship an account of it. The whole company felt disturbed at this, that a 
thing so much praised, and about which the father had said so many things, 



should be found so very different; and they began to think that all the rest would 
be of the same sort. 
 
When I noticed this, I tried to encourage them as well as I could, telling them that 
Your Lordship had always thought that this part of the trip would be a waste of 
effort, and that we ought to devote our attention to those Seven Cities and the 
other provinces about which we had information-that these should be the end of 
our enterprise. With this resolution and purpose, we all marched cheerfully along 
a very bad way, where it was impossible to pass without making a new road or 
repairing the one that was there, which troubled the soldiers not a little, 
considering that everything which the friar had said was found to be quite the 
reverse; because, among other things which the father had said and declared, he 
said that the way would be plain and good, and that there would be only one 
small hill of about half a league. And the truth is, that there are mountains where, 
however well the path might be fixed, they could not be crossed without there 
being great danger of the horses falling over them. And it was so bad that a large 
number of the animals which Your Lordship sent as provisions for the army were 
lost along this part of the way, on account of the roughness of the rocks. The 
lambs and wethers lost their hoofs along the way, and I left the greater part of 
those which I brought from Culiacan at the river of Lachimi, because they were 
unable to travel, and so that they might proceed more slowly. 
 
Four horsemen remained with them, who have just arrived. They have not 
brought more than 24 lamb and 4 wethers; the rest died from the toil, although 
they did not travel more than two leagues daily. I reached the Valley of Hearts at 
last, on the 26th day of the month of May, and rested there a number of days. 
Between Culiacan and this place I could sustain myself only by means of a large 
supply of corn bread, because I had to leave all the corn, as it was not yet ripe. In 
the Valley of Hearts we found more people than in any part of the country which 
we had left behind, and a large extent of tilled ground. There was not corn for 
food among them, but as I heard that there was some in another valley called 
Senora, which I did not wish to disturb by force, I send Melchior Diaz with goods 
to exchange for it, so as to give this to the friendly Indians whom we brought with 
us, & to some who had lost their animals along the way & had not been able to 
carry the food which they had taken from Culiacan. By the favor of Our Lord, 
some little corn was obtained by this trading, which relieved the friendly Indians 
and some Spaniards. Ten or twelve of the horses had died of overwork by the tie 
that we reached this Valley of Hearts, because they were unable to stand the 
strain of carrying heavy burdens and eating little. Some of our negroes and some 
of the Indians also died here, which was not a slight loss for the rest of the 
expedition. They told me that the Valley of Hearts is a long five days' journey 
from the Western Sea. I sent to summon Indians from the coast in order to learn 
about their condition, and while I was waiting for these the horses rested. I 
stayed there four days, during which the Indians came from the sea, who told me 
that there were seven or eight islands two days' journey from that seacoast, 
directly opposite, well populated with people, but poorly supplied with food, and 



the people were savages. They told me they had seen a ship pass not very far 
from the land. I do not know whether to think that it was the one which was sent 
to discover the country, or perhaps some Portuguese. 
 
They come to Chichilticale; after having taken two days' rest, they enter a country 
containing very little food and hard to travel for 30 leagues beyond which the 
country becomes pleasant, and there is a river called the River of the Flax (del 
Lino); they fight against the Indians, being attacked by these; and having by their 
victory secured the city, they relieve themselves of the pangs of their hunger. 
 
I SET out from the Hearts and kept near the seacoast as well as I could judge, 
but in fact I found myself continually farther off, so that when I reached 
Chichilticale I found that I was fifteen days' journey distant from the sea, although 
the father provincial had said that it was only 5 leagues distant and that he had 
seen it. We all became very distrustful, and felt great anxiety and dismay to see 
that everything was the reverse of what he had told Your Lordship. The Indians 
of Chichilticale say that when they go to the sea for fish, or for anything else that 
they need, they go across the country, and that it takes them ten days; and this 
information which I have received from the Indians appears to me to be true. The 
sea turns toward the west directly opposite the Hearts for 10 or 12 leagues, 
where I learned that the ships of Your Lordship had been seen, which had gone 
in search of the port of Chichilticale, which the father said was on the thirty-fifth 
degree. 
 
God knows what I have suffered, because I fear that they may have met with 
some mishap. If they follow the coast, as they said they would, as long as the 
food lasts which they took with them, of which I left them a supply in Culiacan, 
and if they have not been overtaken by some misfortune, I maintain my trust in 
God that they have already discovered something good, for which the delay 
which they have made may be pardoned. I rested for two days at Chichilticale, 
and there was good reason for staying longer, because we found that the horses 
were becoming so tired; but there was no chance to rest longer, because the 
food was giving out. I entered the borders of the wilderness region on Saint 
John's eve, and, for a change from our past labors, we found no grass during the 
first days, but a worse way through mountains and more dangerous passages 
than we had experienced previously. The horses were so tired that they were not 
equal to it, so that in this last desert we lost more horses than before; and some 
Indian allies and a Spaniard called Spinosa, besides two negroes, died from 
eating some herbs because the food had given out. 
 
I sent the army-master, Don Garcia Lopez de Cardenas, with 15 horsemen, a 
day's march ahead of me, in order to explore the country and prepare the way, 
which he accomplished like the man that he is, and agreeably to the confidence 
which Your Lordship has had in him. I am the more certain that he did so, 
because, as I have said, the way is very bad for at least 30 leagues and more, 
through impassable mountains. But when we had passed these 30 leagues, we 



found fresh rivers and grass like that of Castile, and especially one sort like what 
we call Scaramoio; many nut and mulberry trees, but the leaves of the nut trees 
are different from those of Spain. There was a considerable amount of flax near 
the banks of one river, which was called on this account El Rio del Lino. No 
Indians were seen during the first day's march, after which four Indians came out 
with signs of peace, saying that they had been sent to that desert place to say 
that we were welcome, and that on the next day the tribe would provide the 
whole force with food. The army-master gave them a cross, telling them to say to 
the people in their city that they need not fear, and that they should have their 
people stay in their own houses, because I was coming in the name of His 
Majesty to defend and help them. 
 
After this was done, Ferrando Alvarado came back to tell me that some Indians 
had met him peaceably, & that two of them were with the army-master waiting for 
me. I went to them forthwith and gave them some paternosters and some little 
cloaks, telling them to return to their city and say to the people there that they 
could stay quietly in their houses and that they need not fear. After this I ordered 
the army-master to go and see if there were any bad passages which the Indians 
might be able to defend, and to seize and hold any such until the next day, when 
I would come up. He went, and found a very bad place in our way where we 
might have received much harm. He immediately established himself there with 
the force which he was conducting. The Indians came that very night to occupy 
that place so as to defend it, and finding it taken, they assaulted our men. 
According to what I have been told, they attacked like valiant men, although in 
the end they had to retreat in flight, because the army-master was on the watch 
and kept his men in good order. The Indians sounded a little trumpet as a sign of 
retreat, and did not do any injury to the Spaniards. The army-master sent me 
notice of this the same night, so that on the next day I started with as good order 
as I could, for we were in such great need of food that I though we should all die 
of hunger if we continued to be without provisions for another day, especially the 
Indians, since altogether we did not have two bushels of corn, and so I was 
obliged to hasten forward without delay. The Indians lighted their fires from point 
to point, and these were answered from a distance with as good understanding 
as we could have shown. Thus notice was given concerning how we went and 
where we had arrived. 
 
As soon as I came within sight of this city, I sent the army-master, Don Garcia 
Lopez, Friar Daniel and Friar Luis, and Ferrando Vermizzo, with some horsemen, 
a little way ahead, so that they might find the Indians and tell them that we were 
not coming to do them any harm, but to defend them in the name of our lord the 
Emperor. The summons, in the form which His Majesty commanded in his 
instructions, was made intelligible to the people of the country by an interpreter. 
But they, being a proud people, were little affected, because it seemed to them 
that we were few in number, and that they would not have any difficulty in 
conquering us. They pierced the gown of Friar Luis with an arrow, which, blessed 
be God, did him no harm. Meanwhile I arrived with all the rest of the horse and 



the footmen, and found a large body of the Indians on the plain, who began to 
shoot with their arrows. In obedience to the orders of Your Lordship and of the 
marquis, I did not wish my company, who were begging me for permission, to 
attack them, telling them that they ought not to offend them, and that what the 
enemy was doing was nothing, and that so few people ought not to be insulted. 
On the other hand, when the Indians saw that we did not move, they took greater 
courage, and grew so bold that they came up almost to the heels of our horses to 
shoot their arrows. On this account I saw that it was no longer time to hesitate, 
and as the priests approved the action, I charged them. There was little to do, 
because they suddenly took to flight, part running toward the city, which was near 
and well fortified, and others toward the plain, wherever chance led them. Some 
Indians were killed, and others might have been slain if I could have allowed 
them to be pursued. But I saw that there would be little advantage in this, 
because the Indians who were outside were few, and those who had retired to 
the city were numerous, besides many who had remained there in the first place. 
 
As that was where the food was, of which we stood in such great need, I 
assembled my whole force and divided them as seemed to me best for the attack 
on the city, and surrounded it. The hunger which we suffered would not permit of 
any delay, and so I dismounted with some of these gentlemen and soldiers. I 
ordered the musketeers and crossbowmen to begin the attack and drive back the 
enemy from the defenses, so that they could not do us any injury. I assaulted the 
wall on one side, where I was told that there was a scaling ladder and that there 
was also a gate. But the crossbowmen broke all the strings of their crossbows 
and the musketeers could do nothing, because they had arrived so weak & 
feeble that they could scarcely stand on their feet. On this account the people 
who were on top were not prevented at all from defending themselves and doing 
us whatever injury they were able. Thus, for myself, they knocked me down to 
the ground twice with countless great stones which they threw down from above, 
and if I had not been protected by the very good headpiece which I wore, I think 
that the outcome would have been bad for me. They picked me up from the 
ground, however, with two small wounds in my face and an arrow in my foot, and 
with many bruises on my arms and legs, and in this condition I retired from the 
battle, very weak. I think that if Don Garcia Lopez de Cardenas had not come to 
my help, like a good cavalier, the second time that they knocked me to the 
ground, by placing his own body above mine, I should have been in much greater 
danger than I was. But, by the pleasure of God, these Indians surrendered, and 
their city was taken with the help of Our Lord, and a sufficient supply of corn was 
found there to relieve our necessities. 
 
The army-master & Don Pedro de Tovar & Ferrando de Alvarado & Paulo de 
Melgosa, the infantry captain, sustained some bruises, although none of them 
were wounded. Agoniez Quarez was hit in the arm by an arrow, and one Torres, 
who lived in Panuco, in the face by another, and two other footmen received 
slight arrow wounds. They all directed their attack against me because my armor 
was gilded and glittered, and on this account I was hurt more than the rest, and 



not because I had done more or was farther in advance than the others; for all 
these gentlemen and soldiers bore themselves well, as was expected of them. I 
praise God that I am now well, although somewhat sore from the stones. Two or 
three other soldiers were hurt in the battle which we had on the plain, and three 
horses were killed-one that of Don Lopez & another that of Vigliega & the third 
that of Don Alfonso Manrich-and seven or eight other horses were wounded; but 
the men, as well as the horses, have now recovered and are well. 
 
 
Of the situation and condition of the Seven Cities called the kingdom of Cevola, 
and the sort of people and their customs, and of the animals which are found 
there. 
 
IT now remains for me to tell about this city and kingdom and province, of which 
the father provincial gave Your Lordship an account. In brief, I can assure you 
that in reality he has not told the truth in a single thing that he said, but everything 
is the reverse of what he said, except the name of the city and the large stone 
houses. Fior, although they are not decorated with turquoises, or made of lime 
nor of good bricks, nevertheless they are very good horses, with three and four 
and five stories, where there are very good apartments and good rooms with 
corridors, and some very good rooms underground and paved, which are made 
for winter, and are something like a sort of hot baths. The ladders which they 
have for their houses are all movable and portable, which are taken up and 
placed wherever they please. They are made of two pieces of wood, with rounds 
like ours. 
 
The Seven Cities are seven little villages, all having the kind of houses I have 
described. They are all within a radius of five leagues. They are all called the 
kingdom of Cevola, and each has its own name and no single one is called 
Cevola, but all together are called Cevola. This one which I have called a city I 
have named Granada, partly because it has some similarity to it, as well as out of 
regard for Your Lordship. In this place where I am now lodged there are perhaps 
200 houses, all surrounded by a wall, and it seems to me that with the other 
houses, which are not so surrounded, there might be altogether 500 families. 
There is another town near by, which is one of the seven, but somewhat larger 
than this, and another of the same size as this, & the other four are somewhat 
smaller. I send them all to Your Lordship, painted with the route. The skin on 
which the painting is made was found here with other skins. 
 
The people of the towns seem to me to be of ordinary size and intelligent, 
although I do not think that they have the judgment & intelligence which they 
ought to have to build these houses in the way in which they have, for most of 
them are entirely naked except the covering of their privy parts, and they have 
painted mantles like the one which I send to Your Lordship. They do not raise 
cotton, because the country is very cold, but they wear mantles, as may be seen 
by the exhibit which I send. It is also true that some cotton thread was found in 



their houses. They wear the hair on their heads like the Mexicans. They all have 
good figures, and are well bred. I think that they have a quantity of turquoises, 
which they had removed with the rest of their goods, except the corn, when I 
arrived, because I did not find any women here nor any men under 15 years or 
over 60, except two or three old men who remained in command of all the other 
men and the warriors. Two points of emerald and some little broken stones which 
approach the color of rather poor garnets were found in a paper, besides other 
stone crystals, which I gave to one of my servants to keep until they could be 
sent to Your Lordship. He has lost them, as they tell me. We found fowls, but 
only a few, and yet there are some. The Indians tell me that they do not eat these 
in any of the seven villages, but that they keep them merely for the sake of 
procuring the feathers. I do not believe this, because they are very good, and 
better than those of Mexico.  
 
The climate of this country and the temperature of the air is almost like that of 
Mexico, because it is sometimes hot and sometimes it rains. I have not yet seen 
it rain, however, except once when there fell a little shower with wind, such as 
often falls in Spain. The snow and the cold are usually very great, according to 
what the natives of the country all say. This may very probably be so, both 
because of the nature of the country and the sort of houses they build and the 
skins and other things which these people have to protect them from the cold. 
There are no kinds of fruit or fruit trees. The country is all level, & is nowhere shut 
in by high mountains, although there are some hills and rough passages. There 
are not many birds, probably because of the cold, and because there are no 
mountains near. There are no trees fit for firewood here, because they can bring 
enough for their needs from a clump of very small cedars four leagues distant. 
Very good grass is found a quarter of a league away, where there is a pasturage 
for our horses as well as mowing for hay, of which we had great need, because 
our horses were so weak and feeble when they arrived. 
 
The food which they eat in this country is corn, of which they have a great 
abundance, & beans & venison, which they probably eat (although they say that 
they do not), because we found many skins of deer and hares and rabbits. They 
make the best corn cakes I have ever seen anywhere, and this is what 
everybody ordinarily eats. They have the very best arrangement and machinery 
for grinding that was ever seen. One of these Indian women here will grind as 
much as four of the Mexicans. They have very good salt in crystals, which they 
bring from a lake a day's journey distant from here. No information can be 
obtained among them about the North Sea or that on the west, nor do I know 
how to tell Your Lordship which we are nearest to. I should judge that it is nearer 
to the western, and 150 leagues is the nearest that it seems to me it can be 
thither. The North Sea ought to be much farther away. Your Lordship may thus 
see how very wide the country is. They have many animals-bears, tigers, lions, 
porcupines, and some sheep as big as a horse, with very large horns and little 
tails. I have seen some of their horns the size of which was something to marvel 
at. There are also wild goats, whose heads I have seen, and the paws of the 



bears and the skins of the wild boars. For game they have deer, leopards, & very 
large deer, & everyone thinks that some of them are larger than that animal 
which Your Lordship favored me with, which belonged to Juan Melaz. They 
inhabit some plains eight day's journey toward the north. They have some of their 
skins here very well dressed, & they prepare and paint them where they kill the 
cows, according to what they tell me. 
 
Of the nature and situation of the kingdoms of Totonteac, Marata, and Acus, 
wholly different from the account of Friar Marcos. The conference which they had 
with the Indians of the city of Granada, which they had captured, who had been 
forewarned of the coming of Christians into their country fifty years before. The 
account which was obtained from them concerning seven other cities, of which 
Tucano is the chief, and how he sent to discover them. A present sent to 
Mendoza of various things found in this country by Vazquez de Coronado. 
 
THESE Indians say that the kingdom of Totonteac, which the father provincial 
praised so much, saying that it was something marvelous, and of such a very 
great size, & that cloth was made there, is a hot lake, on the edge of which there 
are five or six houses. There used to be some others, but these have been 
destroyed by war. The kingdom of Marata can not be found, nor do these Indians 
know anything about it. The kingdom of Acus is a single small city, where they 
raise cotton, and this is called Acucu. I say that this is the country, because Acus, 
with or without the aspiration, is not a word in this region; & because it seems to 
me that Acucu may be derived from Acus, I say that it is this town which has 
been converted into the kingdom of Acus. They tell me that there are some other 
small ones not far from this settlement, which are situated on a river which I have 
seen and of which the Indians have told me. God knows that I wish I had better 
news to write to Your Lordship, but I must give you the truth, and, as I wrote you 
from Culuacan, I must advise you of the good as well as of the bad. But you may 
be assured that if there had been all the riches and treasures of the world, I could 
not have done more in His Majesty's service and in that of Your Lordship than I 
have done, in coming here where you commanded me to go, carrying, both my 
companions & myself, our food on our backs for 300 leagues, and traveling on 
foot many days, making our way over hills and rough mountains, besides other 
labors which I refrain from mentioning. Nor do I think of stopping until my death, if 
it serves His Majesty or Your Lordship to have it so. 
 
Three days after I captured this city, some of the Indians who lived here came to 
offer to make peace. They brought me some turquoises and poor mantles, and I 
received them in His Majesty's name with as good a speech as I could, making 
them understand the purpose of my coming to this country, which is, in the name 
of His Majesty and by the commands of Your Lordship, that they and all others in 
this province should become Christians and should know the true God for their 
Lord, and His Majesty for their king and earthly lord. After this they returned to 
their houses and suddenly, the next day, they packed up their goods and 
property, their women and children, & fled to the hills, leaving their towns 



deserted, with only some few remaining in them. Seeing this, I went to the town 
which I said was larger than this, eight or ten days later, when I had recovered 
from my wounds. I found a few of them there, whom I told that they ought not to 
feel any fear, and I asked them to summon their lord to me. By what I can find 
out or observe, however, none of these towns have any, since I have not seen 
any principal house by which any superiority over others could be shown. 
Afterward, an old man, who said he was their lord, came with a mantle made of 
many pieces, with whom I argued as long as he stayed with me. He said that he 
would come to see me with the rest of the chiefs of the country, three days later, 
in order to arrange the relations which should exist between us. He did so, and 
they brought me some little ragged mantles and some turquoises. I said that they 
ought to come down from their strongholds and return to their houses with their 
wives and children, and that they should become Christians, and recognize His 
Majesty as their king and lord. But they still remain in their strongholds, with their 
wives and all their property. 
 
I commanded them to have a cloth painted for me, with all the animals that they 
know in that country, and although they are poor painters, they quickly painted 
two for me, one of the animals and the other of the birds and fishes. They say 
that they will bring their children so that our priests may instruct them, & that they 
desire to know our law. They declare that it was foretold among them more than 
fifty years ago that a people such as we are should come, and the direction they 
should come from, and that the whole country would be conquered. So far as I 
can find out, the water is what these Indians worship, because they say that it 
makes the corn grow and sustains their life, and that the only other reason they 
know is because their ancestors did so. I have tried in every way to find out from 
the natives of these settlements whether they know of any other peoples or 
provinces or cities. They tell me about seven cities which are at a considerable 
distance, which are like these, except that the houses there are not like these, 
but are made of earth [adobe], and small, and that they raise much cotton there. 
The first of these four places about which they know is called, they say, Tucano. 
They could not tell me much about the others. I do not believe that they tell me 
the truth, because they think that I shall soon have to depart from them and 
return home. But they will quickly find that they are deceived in this. I sent Don 
Pedro de Tobar there, with his company & some other horsemen, to see it. I 
would not have dispatched this packet to Your Lordship until I had learned what 
he found there, if I thought that I should have any news from him within twelve or 
fifteen days. However, as he will remain away at least thirty, and, considering 
that this information is of little importance and that the cold and the rains are 
approaching, it seemed to me that I ought to do as Your Lordship commanded 
me in your instructions, which is, that as soon as I arrived here, I should advise 
you thereof, ad this I do, by sending you the plain narrative of what I have seen, 
which is bad enough, as you may perceive. I have determined to send 
throughout all the surrounding regions, in order to find out whether there is 
anything, and to suffer every extremity before I give up this enterprise, and to 



serve His Majesty, if I can find any way in which to do it, and not to lack in 
diligence until Your Lordship directs me as to what I ought to do. 
 
We have great need of pasture, and you should know, also, that among all those 
who are here there is not one pound of raisins, nor sugar, nor oil, nor wine, 
except barely half a quart, which is saved to say mass, since everything is 
consumed, and part was lost on the way. Now, you can provide us with what 
appears best; but if you are thinking of sending us cattle, you should know that it 
will be necessary for them to spend at least a year on the road, because they can 
not come in any other way, nor any quicker. I would have liked to send to Your 
Lordship, with this dispatch, many samples of the things which they have in this 
country, but the trip is so long & rough that it is difficult for me to do so. However, 
I send you twelve small mantles, such as the people of this country ordinarily 
wear, and a garment which seems to me to be very well made. I kept it because 
it seemed to me to be of very good workmanship, and because I do not think that 
anyone else has ever seen in these Indies any work done with a needle, unless it 
were done since the Spaniards settled here. And I also send two cloths painted 
with the animals which they have in this country, although, as I said, the painting 
is very poorly done, because the artist did not spend more than one day in 
painting it. I have seen other paintings of the walls of these houses which have 
much better proportion and are done much better. 
 
I send you a cow skin, some turquoises, and two earrings of the same, and 
fifteen of the Indian combs, and some plates decorated with these turquoises, 
and two baskets made of wicker, of which the Indians have a large supply. I also 
send two rolls, such as the women usually wear on their heads when they bring 
water from the spring, the same way that they do in Spain. One of these Indian 
women, with one of these rolls on her head, will carry a jar of water up a ladder 
without touching it with her hands. And, lastly, I send you samples of the 
weapons with which the natives of this country fight, a shield, a hammer, and a 
bow with some arrows, among which there are two with bone points, the like of 
which have never been seen, according to what these conquerors say. As far as 
I can judge, it does not appear to me that there is any hope of getting gold or 
silver, but I trust in God that, if there is any, we shall get our share of it, and it 
shall not escape us through any lack of diligence in the search. I am unable to 
give Your Lordship any certain information about the dress of the women, 
because the Indians keep them guarded so carefully that I have not seen any, 
except two old women. These had on two long skirts reaching down to their feet 
and open in front, & a girdle, & they are tied together with some cotton strings. I 
asked the Indians to give me one of those which they wore, to send to you, since 
they were not willing to show me the women. They brought me two mantles, 
which are these that I send, almost painted over. They have two tassels, like the 
women of Spain, which hang somewhat over their shoulders. 
 
The death of the negro is perfectly certain, because many of the things which he 
wore have been found,a and the Indians say that they killed him here because 



the Indians of Chichilticale said that he was a bad man, and not like the 
Christians, because the Christians never kill women, and he killed them, and 
because he assaulted their women, whom the Indians love better then 
themselves. Therefore they determined to kill him, but they did not do it in the 
way that was reported, because they did not kill any of the others who came with 
him, nor did they kill the lad from the province of Petatlan, who was with him, but 
they took him and kept him in safe custody until now. When I tried to secure him, 
they made excuses for not giving him to me, for two or three days, saying that he 
was dead, and at other ties that the Indians of Acucu had taken him away. But 
when I finally told them that I should be very angry if they did not give him to me, 
they gave him to me. He is an interpreter; for although he cannot talk much, he 
understands very well. 
 
Some gold & silver has been found in this place, which those who know about 
minerals say is not bad. I have not yet been able to learn from these people 
where they got it. I perceive that they refuse to tell me the truth in everything, 
because they think that I shall have to depart from here in a short time, as I have 
said. But I trust in God that they will not be able to avoid answering much longer. 
I beg Your Lordship to make a report of the success of this expedition to His 
Majesty, because there is nothing more than what I have already said. I shall not 
do so until it shall please God to grant that we find what we desire. Our Lord God 
protect and keep your most illustrious Lordship. From the province of Cevola, 
and this city of Granada, the 3d of August, 1540. Francisco Vazquez de 
Coronado kisses the hand of your most illustrious Lordship. 
 
Source: http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/one/corona8.htm 
PBS – The West 


